
The Invitation 
• To become culturally, socially, and politically aware such that we can choose

to live true to the call to love God with our all – heart, soul, and strength, and
live Jesus’ emphasis in the Gospel, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

How Did We Get Here? 

George Floyd died on Monday, May 25. By Saturday, May 30 Black Lives Matter 
Protests had Begun to organize across the globe… 

June 5th Issue of The New York Times speaking of all the protests framed it as… “A 
Glorious Poetic Rage’ 

The analysis of the “poetic allusion” ended with the question, “Why Now” 

Question: How do you respond to the “Why Now” and what do you offer to those 
who are not yet able to affirm the echo…”Black Lives Matter.” 

The Church’s Complicity in Racism 

Karl Barth, Emerson Powery, Rodney Sadler… Resurrection and Racism 
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Question: How might, “Loving the God of Scripture” help us in this present climate, to 
pursue a ministry of true reconciliation? 

Race and implicit memory 

© The Psychology of Dehumanization 

- Slavery – 1620s – 1865

- 3/5 Compromise – 1787

- Cornerstone Speech – 1861

- Ota Benga – 1904

- The Negro Project (Sanger - Eugenics) - 1939

© Internalized oppression 

© White Privilege. 

Questions: 
© How is God inviting us to shape the future with him around racial reconciliation? 

© What story are we supposed to be telling? 

© Can we give ourselves permission to own where our story part ways with the story 
we’ve been told? 

Finding the better path forward: 

- Empathy and Self-awareness
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- Understand that we don’t understand

- Commit to healing the Racial Divide.

MLK Quote 
Commit yourself to the noble struggle for equal rights. You will make a greater person 
of yourself, a greater nation of your country, and a finer world to live in. 

- Be Present to love

Being present to Love in each moment and each being is the only thing that matters 
The work of reconciliation and healing begins only when we are present to love. 

• “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength.” Deuteronomy 6:5 (ESV).

Beginning the Journey: 
• Have hard conversation with yourself/your organization.

• Learn

• Listen

• Lead

Staying the Course: 

1. Whatever you do matters

2. Embrace the Resistance.

3. Get a Vision – see yourself as an Influencer of the culture. “Be the Change”

4. Continue to do your own work

Final Question: 
What does the “Path of Healing” look like for you? 

3




